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AGENDA 
 
Building an Ecosystem  
February 11th, 10:30 am (Col, NY), 5:30 pm (ISR), 7:30 pm (UAE)  
YOSSI VARDI, ANGEL INVESTOR / COMMUNITY BUILDER (ISRAEL)  
 
Food Security Strategic Plans 
February 16th, 8:00 am (Col, NY), 3:00 pm (ISR), 5:00 pm (UAE) 
WASFI KASO, CEO EMIRATES FOOD INDUSTRIES, (UNITED ARAB EMIRATES) 
JUAN ZAPATA, CEO FUNDESA (GUATEMALA) 
 
Where is the Economy Going in 2021?  
February 23rd, 3:00 pm (Col, NY), 10:00 pm (ISR), 12:00 am (UAE) 
ALBERTO BERNAL, CHIEF OF STRATEGY, XP INVESTMENTS (MIAMI, US) 
 
New trends in the Health Care  
March 2nd, 8:00 am (Col, NY), 3:00 pm (ISR), 5:00 pm (UAE) 
EMAD EL DUKAIR, CEO THE CARE GROUP (SAUDI ARABIA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Alberto Bernal 

Chief of Strategy at XP 

Investments 

Alberto J. Bernal-León is Chief EM and Global Strategist at XP 

Investments. Previously he was Head of Research and partner at 

Bulltick, LLC, MD of Emerging Fixed Income Research at Bear 

Stearns Inc. in New York City, and Head of Latin America Economic 

Research at IDEAglobal Inc., also in New York City.  
 

Mr. Bernal is a frequent contributor to major newswires, local press 

in Latin America, prominent world newspapers, and is a frequent 

contributor on financial television networks. He has also been invited 

to participate as a panelist on a series of official, economic, and 

academic events around the world.  
 

Mr. Bernal was named the most accurate economist of Colombia in 2006 by Revista Dinero, one of 

the top five future economists of Colombia by the newspaper La República, one of the future top 40 

executives under 40 years by the Latin American publication Revista Poder, one of the top ten 

regional minds by the IADB, and one of 100 Latin America leaders under 40 by the Revista Gerente.  

He is a research scholar for Columbia University’s Chazen Institute and holds a Master’s Degree in 

Macroeconomics from Germany’s Kiel Institute of World Economics. He received his Honors 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Economics from the University of New Orleans. Mr. Bernal is a 

columnist for LatinTrade Magazine, El Mercurio, and the Colombian business newspaper La 

Republica. Mr. Bernal is also an Adjunct Professor of the Business School of the University of Miami. 

In late 2018 Mr. Bernal was invited to be part of a group of five local and international pundits which 

will be part of the financial markets reform commission, one that will present the Colombian 

government with a blueprint on how to improve the efficiency of the local debt and equity markets.  
 

 
Yossi Vardi 

Angel Investor / Community 

Builder 

Yossi Vardi is chairman of International Technologies, which is 

engaged in private hi-tech investments for its own account. He is one 

of Israel’s hi-tech veterans, with 37 years of founding and helping 

build some 40 hi tech companies in Internet, software, 

telecommunications, electro-optics, energy, environment and other 

areas. Several companies Vardi co-founded became successful 

public companies, among them Alon — Israel’s largest energy 

company, Advanced Technologies (Tekem — which was at a time 

the largest software company in Israel), International Technologies 

(Lasers), and Granite Hacarmel. Vardi backed some of Israel’s 

leading Internet companies. 
 

He is the founding investor and the former chairman of Mirabilis Ltd, the creator of the highly 

popular instant messaging program ICQ which pioneered the Internet-wide instant messaging 

phenomena, making it one of the most successful and popular Internet products of all times. He is 

an advisor on Middle-Eastern economic affairs to the Council of Presidents of Major Jewish 

Organizations in the U.S, and serves on the board of governors of the Weitzman Institute.  



 

 

He is a member of the World Economic Forum. He is the chairman emeritus of the Jerusalem 

Foundation. He served on the Boards of Directors and as advisor of a number of major companies. 

Among them, Amazon, AOL, Siemens Albis, Allied Signal, lsrael Electric, Elite, Bezek (Israel's 

national telecommunication company), Sonol, Scitex, Oil Refineries, Haifa Chemicals, Dead Sea 

Works, Dead Sea Bromine, Arkia Airlines, Koor Communications, Chemicals and Phosphates, 

Maarive and Hamashbir Hamercazi. 
 

 
Emad Abdulaziz El-Dukair 

CEO  

The Care Group 

Dr Emad Abdulaziz El-Dukair is the founder and CEO of The Care 

Group, a leading player in the public-private integrated partnerships 

sector. He is a Senior Advisor to the Board of Directors of InterHealth 

Canada Ltd, as well as a member of the Advisory Board of the 

Commonwealth Enterprise and Investment Council. In 2008, 

InterHealth Canada Ltd won the Latin American Deal of the Year 

Award and was rated one of the top 100 PPP players in the world by 

KPMG. He is chairman of the Saudi-Canadian Business Council and 

the Co-Chair of the PPP committee of the Saudi-British Business 

Council.  
 

Dr El-Dukair has helped design, build, and finance infrastructure projects in numerous countries 

around the world, from the Turks and Caicos to Poland. Dr El-Dukair has broad experience across a 

number of sectors with interests ranging from major education projects to sport and real estate, as 

well as co-chairing the Saudi-British Joint Business Council, Dr Emad is a member of the Royal 

College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (UK), on the Advisory Board of the Commonwealth 

Enterprise and Investment Council. 
 

 
Wasfi Kaso  

CEO Emirates Food 

Industries 

Food and Beverage career professional with 25 years of experience 

in Fast Moving Consumer Goods across hundreds of categories and 

segments in the food industry.  A leading expertise that started with 

Global companies such as Pepsi, RedBull and San Pellegrino in the 

United Arab Emirates and continued with leadership roles in regional 

industry conglomerates such as IFFCO and Mezzan covering various 

leading regional brands across multitude of sectors. Was 

instrumental in launching international brands in the region, and in 

the development of leading regional brands that contended for 

market share leadership in their respective categories. 
 

Currently as Group CEO of the largest agricultural importer and producer of aggregated Agri 

products in the UAE, Emirates Foods Industries leads the innovation in Animal Feed and derivatives 

and considered as a critical member of the UAE’s food security council. 

 

 



 

 

 
Juan Carlos Zapata 

CEO Fundesa 

 

Juan Carlos Zapada is the CEO of Fundesa, a non-profit organization 

created by business professionals in their individual capacity, 

separate from political and / or economic interests, to generate and 

implement projects that stimulate sustainable, economic and social 

development.  
 

Juan Carlos is director of the National Competitiveness Program, in 

the Private Competitiveness Council, in the Political Committee of 

CACIF (the association of business owners), the International Private 

Sector Commission and currently supports the business sector to 

promote Competitiveness Councils at the regional level. 
 

Juan Carlos has been a promoter of a greater food security and nutrition, cultural relevance and 

inputs, which allows a greater efficiency in family farming. This program has the great advantage 

that it can help coordinate with other Government Ministries on issues related to health, agriculture, 

infrastructure and development services that help generate a protection network for the individual 

from an early age. 
 

 
Hector Cateriano 

CEO MAS Equity Partners 
 

More than 21 years of experience in private equity in emerging 

markets (India, Baltic States, and Latin America), along with private 

equity firm SEAF. One of the early promoters of the Colombian 

private equity industry and former President of ColCapital, the 

Colombian Private Equity Association. Since 2006, he led the 

investment efforts of the first diversified private equity fund in 

Colombia, Fondo Transandino Colombia (FTC), where he 

successfully completed the full cycle of the fund, achieving top USD 

tier returns for its investors.  
 

Also, founding partner and CEO of MAS Equity Partners, a PE firm specialized in growth capital for 

the mid-cap segment in Andean countries, which has raised more than USD 200MM in AUM. 

As part of his responsibilities, he has been a member of the board and diverse committees of most 

of the fund’s portfolio companies. Previously he served as Director for SEAF’s India Growth Fund and 

SEAF’s India International Growth Fund. He also served as Director for Estonia of SEAF’s Baltic Small 

Equity Fund (BSEF). 

 


